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PERMANENT DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODES 
(PDTC)

• Supported by 2010 model years and newer vehicles 

• Contain the same Diagnostic Trouble Codes (DTC) as those 

currently used in Smog Check

• Cannot be erased by a code clear or battery disconnect

• Can only be cleared by the OBD system itself

oAfter the vehicle is repaired, and

oMonitor that triggered the DTC has completed and 

determined the fault was resolved 
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IMPROVE SMOG CHECK WITH PDTC -
GASOLINE VEHICLES

Gasoline vehicle PDTCs are related to evaporative 

system failures in half of the situations

• Evaporative system monitor is not required to complete in 

order to pass Smog Check

• Checking PDTCs will identify evaporative system faults
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IMPROVE SMOG CHECK WITH PDTC – DIESEL 
VEHICLES

Diesel vehicle PDTCs are related to after treatment 

failures in the majority of the situations

• After treatment systems monitors are not required to 

complete in order to pass Smog Check (any two “not ready” 

allowed)

• Checking PDTCs will identify after treatment system faults
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PDTC TARGETED IMPLEMENTATION DATE 

July 1, 2019
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CONDITIONS WHERE PDTC IGNORED

• The vehicle has at least:

o Completed 15 warm-up cycles and

o Driven 200 miles

• This provides:

o The vehicle a reasonable amount of time to recheck for problems

o The vehicle owner a reasonable amount of time to satisfy the 

requirement
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ESTIMATED PDTC FAILURES

• Failure rate on 2010 model year and newer vehicles will rise 

approximately 1%

• Will result in approximately 155 additional failures statewide 

per day
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PROBLEMATIC PDTC VEHICLES

PDTCs will be ignored during Smog Check when:

• The specific vehicle model being tested has been identified 

as having difficulty clearing a specific PDTC

• BAR is working with CARB and vehicle manufacturers to 

get these problems resolved

The Smog Check OBD Reference document will be kept up-

to-date on BAR’s website to identify these cases  

https://www.bar.ca.gov/pdf/Smog_Check_OBD_Reference_F

ull_Version.pdf

https://www.bar.ca.gov/pdf/Smog_Check_OBD_Reference_Full_Version.pdf
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SAMPLE VEHICLE INSPECTION REPORT
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FURTHER INFORMATION

• BAR sent ET Blast to industry and will send again closer to 

the July 1, 2019 targeted implementation date.

• BAR’s public website contains updated documents at 

www.bar.ca.gov

oOBD Reference document

oFAQs

oTraining material

oConsumer Fact Sheet

http://www.bar.ca.gov/
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QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

Submit questions and/or comments to:

Greg Coburn

Bureau of Automotive Repair

10949 N. Mather Boulevard

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Phone: (916) 403-0315

Email: Greg.Coburn@dca.ca.gov


